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Sunday of the Prodigal Son (learn more)

Regular Schedule

O Fr. Peter’s Office Hours: Tue-Thur 10-3 (parish office)
or by appointment

O Saturdays: Great Vespers 5pm followed by confession

¢ Sundays: Hours & Divine Liturgy 9:30am followed by
fellowship at the parish center. All are welcome.

O Book study every Tuesday 7pm (online only)

Announcements, Etc.
e Sisterhood meeting February 8 during coffee hour in Parish
Center basement. All ladies are invited!

e  Click here to sign up to volunteer to help serve a FOCUS
breakfast to the needy on Wednesdays.

e 2026 coffee hour sign up sheet in parish hall.

Mark 16:1-8

Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they
might come and anoint Him. Very early in the morning, on
the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the
sun had risen. And they said among themselves, “Who will
roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” But
when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been
rolled away — for it was very large. And entering the tomb,
they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting
on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to
them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place
where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples —and Peter —
that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see
Him, as He said to you.” So they went out quickly and fled
from the tomb, for they trembled and were amazed. And
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Father’s Wishlist

Urgent need in the Parish Center

New emergency exit lights to meet insurance requirements—$1000

Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! Or do
you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her?
For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is
joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee sexual immorality.
Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits
sexual immorality sins against his own body. Or do you not know
that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom
you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God'’s.

1 Corinthians 6:12-20
All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All

things are lawful for me, but | will not be brought under the
power of any. Foods for the stomach and the stomach for
foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body
is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body. And God both raised up the Lord and will also
raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of

Luke 15:11-32

Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. And the younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that
falls to me.” So he divided to them his livelihood. And not many days
after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far
country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. But
when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and
he began to be in want. Then he went and joined himself to a citi-
zen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.
And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the
swine ate, and no one gave him anything. But when he came to
himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger! | will arise and
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go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you, and | am no longer worthy to be called

”r

your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off,
his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have
sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring
out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf here and kill it,
and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” And they began to be merry.
Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of
the servants and asked what these things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him
safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.” But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and
pleaded with him. So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years | have been serving you; | never transgressed your
commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that | might make merry with my friends. But as soon as this
son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.” And he said to him, ‘Son, you
are always with me, and all that | have is yours. It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead
and is alive again, and was lost and is found.””

TO RETURN TO THE FATHER’S HOUSE. EPHREM THE SYRIAN:
Jacob led out his sheep
And brought them to his father’s home;
A symbol for those with discernment,
A parable for those with perception
Is to be found in this homecoming:
Let us too return to our Father’s house,
My brothers, and do not become
captivated with desire
For this transient earth
—for your true city is in Eden.
Blessed indeed is that person
Who has seen his dear ones in its midst.

HYMNS ON PARADISE 14.7.23

We will assemble with our brothers and sisters at Saint Michael Orthodox Church in Saint
Louis with our beloved Archbishop DANIEL.

Fr. Peter 618-537-5155 | rector@nativityofthevirgin.com



