NATIVITY OF THe VIRGIN MARY
OBRTHODOX CHURCH
d PARISH OF THe DI10CeSe OF THe
IMIDWeEST

WeeKkLy BULLETIN 2/1/2026

SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE (learn more)

Regular Schedule

O Fr. Peter’s Office Hours: Tue-Thur 10-3 (parish office)
or by appointment

O Saturdays: Great Vespers 5pm followed by confession

¢ Sundays: Hours & Divine Liturgy 9:30am followed by
fellowship at the parish center. All are welcome.

O Book study every Tuesday 7pm (online only)

Matthew 28:16-20

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the

mountain which Jesus had appointed for them. When they
saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. And Je-
sus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and

make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded
you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age. Amen.”

Announcements, Etc.
e ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FEB 1 following coffee hour

e  Myrrh Bearing Women Final tally for Christkindle market was
$1,494.50 Thank you to all who supported with items,
donations, and purchases. Proceeds will be added to the
urgent needs fund.

e This week’s meal is sponsored by Janice “Brigid” Kren and
Andrew Konon in commemoration of Venerable St. Brigid of
Ireland.

e The next sisterhood will be held on February 8. All ladies are
invited!

e Click here to sign up to volunteer to help serve a FOCUS
breakfast to the needy on Wednesdays.

e 2026 coffee hour sign up sheet in parish hall.

2 Timothy 3:10-15

But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life,

purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecu-
tions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Ico-
nium, at Lystra — what persecutions | endured. And out of
them all the Lord delivered me. Yes, and all who desire to
live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil
men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived. But you must continue in the things
which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from
whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you
have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

and the other a tax collector.The Pharisee stood and prayed thus
with himself, ‘God, | thank You that | am not like other men — extor-
tioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.| fast twice a
week; | give tithes of all that | possess.” And the tax collector, stand-
ing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat
his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’l tell you, this
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

Luke 18:10-14

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee

On the Publican and the Pharisee—Saint Augustine.

How useful and necessary a medicine is repentance!
People who remember that they are only human will
readily understand this. It is written, “"God resists the

proud, but gives grace to the humble.”7 ... The Phar-
isee was not rejoicing so much in his own clean bill
of health as in comparing it with the diseases of
others. He came to the doctor. It would have been
more worthwhile to inform him by confession of the
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things that were wrong with himself instead of keeping his wounds secret and having the nerve to
crow over the scars of others. It is not surprising that the tax collector went away cured, since he had
not been ashamed of showing where he felt pain. SERMON 351.1.

The Publican and the Pharisee
Saint Cyril of Alexandria

It says that the tax collector “stood afar off,” not even venturing to raise up his eyes. You see
him abstaining from all boldness of speech. He seems devoid of the right to speak and beaten
down by the scorn of conscience. He was afraid that God would see him, since he had been
careless in keeping his laws and had led an unchaste and uncontrolled life. You also see that
he accuses his own depravity by his external manner. The foolish Pharisee stood there bold
and broad, lifting up his eyes without a qualm, bearing witness of himself and boastful. The
other feels shame for his conduct. He is afraid of his judge. He beats his breast. He confesses
his offenses. He shows his illness as to the Physician, and he prays that he will have mercy.
What is the result? Let us hear what the judge says. He says, “This man went down to his
house justified rather than the other.” COMMENTARY ON LUKE, HOMILY 120.9
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