
 

Sunday Before Theophany (learn more) 

Weekly Bulletin 1/4/2026 

Nativity of the Virgin Mary 

Orthodox Church 

A parish of the Diocese of the  

Midwest 

Regular Schedule 
 Fr. Peter’s Office Hours: Tue-Thur 10-3 (parish office) 

or by appointment 

 Saturdays: Great Vespers 5pm followed by confession 

 Sundays: Hours & Divine Liturgy 9:30am followed by 
fellowship at the parish center. All are welcome. 

Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is 

written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your 

face, Who will prepare Your way before You. The voice of one cry-

ing in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; make His paths 

straight.’” John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a 

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of 

Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all bap-

tized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John 

was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, 

“There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal 

strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptized 

you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Announcements, Etc. 

• House blessing signup sheet in Narthex 

• 2026 coffee hour sign up sheet in parish hall.   

• Be sure to bring your holy water containers on Jan 6. 

• Parish council meeting Saturday, January 17 in person.  

• Adult Study BEGINS Jan 13  

Web | Email | Donate 

2 Timothy 4:5-8 

But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the 

John 20:11-18 

But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she 

wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she 

saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the 

other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then 

they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 

to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do 

not know where they have laid Him.” Now when she had 

said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 

and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 

She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if 

You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid 

Him, and I will take Him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, 

Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have 

not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and 

say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, 

and to My God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene came and 

told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He 

had spoken these things to her. 

Upcoming Festal Cycle 
Jan 5: Great Vespers of Theophany 6pm 

Jan 6: Divine Liturgy of  Theophany and Blessing of 

the Waters 10am 

work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being 

poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at 

hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of right-

eousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on 

that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His ap-

pearing. 

Father’s Wishlist 

Holy Water Font  10 gallons $546 (Sale price) 

Holy Communion Sick Kit $410 

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/01/04/100016-forefeast-of-the-theophany-of-our-lord-and-savior-jesus-christ
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/01/04/3
https://www.nativityofthevirgin.com/
mailto:rector@nativityofthevirgin.com
https://www.nativityofthevirgin.com/donate
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/01/04/2
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/01/04/1
https://northstarbrands.com/products/10-gallon-holy-water-tank-style-k447?variant=29651505840216&country=US&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&srsltid=AfmBOop8phajc3Utka_rStbH7zvopIzCHRAU
https://easternchristiansupply.biz/index.php/ecs/gold-plated-hospital-communion-kit.html


Why Do Orthodox Christians Have their Homes Blessed? 
Posted on June 30, 2017 | by Phyllis Meshel Onest, M.Div. | SourceReading time: 6 minutes 

Since we are reminded in Scripture to begin whatever we do with prayer, it 

has been the practice of Orthodox Christians for centuries to have new 

dwellings blessed either before or just after settling in. This has been ex-

tended to one’s business or office, and even college dorm rooms. “The ser-

vice performed by the priest to bless the new dwelling is somewhat similar 

to the consecration of a church [in the Russian practice] in that holy water, 

holy oil, and incense are used and a lesson from the holy Gospel is read. All 

the rooms of the house are sprinkled with holy water and each of the four 

outer walls are anointed with the sign of the Cross with holy oil, a candle 

placed before them, and after the censing of the house, the lesson from the 

Holy Gospel is read [in Greek practice the service of the Small Blessing of  

Waters is generally done]. At the conclusion of the blessing, the inhabitants are blessed with holy water: the husband first, fol-

lowed by the wife and then the children – the oldest first. Relatives and friends present are then blessed.” (Marriage and the Chris-

tian Home, by Rev. Michael B. Henning, p.24.) 

From Scripture we know that whatever God created was good, but with “the Fall”, evil entered the world, corrupting the creation. 

God the Father sent His Son Jesus to save it by effecting a “new creation”. This is celebrated at Theophany, specifically with the 

Great Blessing of Water. “The consecration of the waters on this feast places the entire world – through its ‘prime element’ of wa-

ter – in the perspective of the cosmic creation, sanctification, and glorification of the Kingdom of God in Christ and the Spirit.” (The 

Orthodox Faith, Vol. II, Worship, by Fr. Thomas Hopko, p.127.) All the readings, hymns, prayers, and actions of the day speak of 

God’s presence in our entire world and universe, His creation. 

 Through water all of the creation is once again sanctified by God, becoming good again, the way God had intended. 

 The Feast of Theophany (or Epiphany) commemorates the Baptism of our Lord in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. We know 

from the troparion of the day that “the Trinity was made manifest” to us. But there’s more to it than this. “When Jesus descends 

into the depths of the river, there occurs a profound upheaval. It is not the one baptized who is purified, for he is spotless; but it is 

the water that is transfigured and illumined. This water, which was believed to be transparent and purifying, is in fact polluted, 

inhabited by evil spirits, servants of the old gods. … By purifying the elements, by sanctifying matter, Jesus frees the cosmos from 

the powers of evil.” (The Incarnate God, Vol. I, Catherine Aslanoff, French edition editor, translated by Paul Meyendorff, p.163.) 

The Great Blessing of Water takes place at the end of that day’s Liturgy. Since our homes cannot be brought to the Church, the 

Church – through the priest and cantor – go to the homes. There the service of blessing, which began in the church, is finished 

with the sprinkling of water in the home. Traditionally, in most Orthodox parishes, the priest personally visits all his parishioners 

each year to pray with them in the place where they live, and to bless their surroundings with the newly sanctified water of The-

ophany (January 6/13). By sanctifying our living quarters, our private place, we extend the grace of God to our individual dwellings. 

(In very large parishes a yearly visit may not be possible. In areas of the country where the winter is harsh, I know of at least one 

parish where houses are blessed at the beginning of the ecclesiastical year in September.) 

We also bring the blessed water to our homes to use throughout the year to bless our homes and to drink whether we are ill or as 

part of our daily prayer life. “There are many occasions in family life when a sip of holy water can help to remind us of the blessing 

that was given ‘to bestow sanctification’, ‘unto healing of soul and body’, ‘to be a fountain welling forth unto life eternal’, as the 

priest prayed in the litany of Epiphany day.” (Little Falcons: Water, Vol. 5, No. 2, 1998, p.33.) 

The blessing of homes by these holy waters maintains the spiritual association between the ‘family church’ and the parish, as well 

as again providing for the sharing of God’s spiritual gifts. … This annual blessing is not as elaborate as the blessing of the new 

dwelling, but because of this it should not be overlooked, for it is in this way that the grace of God is extended to individual dwell-

ings.” (Marriage and the Christian Home, p.25.) 
Fr. Peter 618-537-5155 | rector@nativityofthevirgin.com 


