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Sunday of Zacchaeus. St. Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople (389) (learn more)

Regular Schedule

O Fr. Peter’s Office Hours: Tue-Thur 10-3 (parish office)
or by appointment

O Saturdays: Great Vespers 5pm followed by confession

¢ Sundays: Hours & Divine Liturgy 9:30am followed by
fellowship at the parish center. All are welcome.

O Book study every Tuesday 7pm (online only)

Funeral Services for Fr. John Pawelchak
Nativity of the Virgin 416 Ewing Ave, Madison, IL

Viewing Jan 23 4:30pm

Funeral Jan 23 6:00pm—Archbishop DANIEL
Liturgy and Internment Jan 24 10:00am—
Archbishop DANIEL

There will be a meal after the funeral and follow-
ing the internment at the parish center. The
family has asked that memorial donations be
made to the Nativity of the Virgin parish.

Announcements, Etc.
e  Click here to sign up to volunteer to help serve a FOCUS
breakfast to the needy on Wednesdays.

e 2026 coffee hour sign up sheet in parish hall.
e  Adult Study BEGINS Jan 21

e ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FEB 1 following coffee hour

John 21:15-25

So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Pe-
ter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than
these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that | love
You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him
again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that | love You.”
He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third
time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was
grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love
Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You
know that | love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.
Most assuredly, | say to you, when you were younger, you
girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when

you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird
you and carry you where you do not wish.” This He spoke, signifying
by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this,
He said to him, “Follow Me.” Then Peter, turning around, saw the
disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His
breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays
You?” Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this
man?” Jesus said to him, “If | will that he remain till | come, what is
that to you? You follow Me.” Then this saying went out among the
brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to
him that he would not die, but, “If | will that he remain till | come,
what is that to you?” This is the disciple who testifies of these
things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is
true. And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if
they were written one by one, | suppose that even the world itself
could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.

1 Timothy 4:9-15

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. For to this end

we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living
God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.
These things command and teach. Let no one despise your youth,
but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in
spirit, in faith, in purity. Till | come, give attention to reading, to ex-
hortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which
was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the
eldership. Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them,
that your progress may be evident to all.



https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/01/25/1-sunday-of-zacchaeus
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ABAC2FA7F9C70-56810254-breakfast#/
https://www.nativityofthevirgin.com/
mailto:rector@nativityofthevirgin.com
https://www.nativityofthevirgin.com/donate
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/01/25/7
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/01/25/4

Luke 19:1-10

Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector,
and he was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature.mSo he ran
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He
looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today | must stay at your house.” So he
made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be a
guest with a man who is a sinner.” Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, | give half of my goods to the poor;
and if | have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, | restore fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come
to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Luke 19:1-10
TO SEE CHRIST. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA

Come and let us see what was the method of Zacchaeus’s conversion. He desired to see Jesus
and therefore climbed into a sycamore tree, and so a seed of salvation sprouted within him.
Christ saw this with the eyes of deity. Looking up, he also saw Zacchaeus with the eyes of hu-
manity, and since it was his purpose for all to be saved, he extends his gentleness to him. To
encourage him, he says, “Come down quickly.” Zacchaeus searched to see Christ, but the
multitude prevented him, not so much that of the people but of his sins. He was short of
stature, not merely in a bodily point of view but also spiritually. He could not see him unless
he were raised up from the earth and climbed into the sycamore, by which Christ was about
to pass. The story contains a puzzle. In no other way can a person see Christ and believe in
him except by climbing up into the sycamore, by making foolish his earthly members of forni-
cation, uncleanness, etc. COMMENTARY ON LUKE, HOMILY 127.10
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