
 

Sunday After Theophany. Venerable Theodosius the Great, the Cenobiarch (learn more) 
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Nativity of the Virgin Mary 

Orthodox Church 

A parish of the Diocese of the  

Midwest 

Regular Schedule 
 Fr. Peter’s Office Hours: Tue-Thur 10-3 (parish office) 

or by appointment 

 Saturdays: Great Vespers 5pm followed by confession 

 Sundays: Hours & Divine Liturgy 9:30am followed by 
fellowship at the parish center. All are welcome. 

Matthew 4:12-17 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He depart-

ed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Caperna-

um, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that 

it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 

Announcements, Etc. 

• Click here to sign up to volunteer to help serve a FOCUS 

breakfast to the needy on Wednesdays. 

• House blessing signup sheet in Narthex. Still time 

• 2026 coffee hour sign up sheet in parish hall.   

• Parish council meeting Saturday, January 17 in person.  

• Adult Study BEGINS Jan 13  

Web | Email | Donate 

Ephesians 4:7-13 

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of 

Christ’s gift. Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led 

captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.” (Now this, “He ascended” 

– what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower 

parts of the earth? He who descended is also the One who ascend-

ed far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And He 

Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evange-

lists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints 

for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till 

we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ; 

John 20:19-31 (Matins Gospel) 

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the 

week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were 

assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in 

the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He 

had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then 

the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus 

said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent 

Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He 

breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thom-

as, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, 

“We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see 

in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into 

the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will 

not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again 

inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being 

shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then 

He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My 

Memory Eternal! 

Fathers Andrew Moulton and Christopher Strade 

reposed in the Lord this past week.  Fr. Andrew 

was the retired rector of Sts. Cyril and Methodi-

us in Granite City.  Funeral arrangements for Fr. 

Andrew will be announced soon. 

hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be 

unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered and said to Him, 

“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you 

have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed.” And truly Jesus did many other signs in 

the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but 

these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/01/11
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/01/11/8
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ABAC2FA7F9C70-56810254-breakfast#/
https://www.nativityofthevirgin.com/
mailto:rector@nativityofthevirgin.com
https://www.nativityofthevirgin.com/donate
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/01/11/7
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2026/01/11/4


Fr. Peter 618-537-5155 | rector@nativityofthevirgin.com 

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who 

sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.” From that 

time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Reflection on Sunday’s reading from Saint Paul to the Ephesians (4:7-13) 

Saint Simeon the New Theologian. Hymn 20 Thanksgiving and confession with theology; also concerning 

the gift and participation of the Holy Spirit. 

“My reason is feeble, my heart is distressed because I am not able to tell about You, my God. 

For when I reflect on the things I, the wretched, have done, on how much You have come to 

my aid, from what You have pulled me out of, 175  from how many evils, O Savior, You benev-

olently rescued me, and You have not remembered the evils that I have committed, but as if I 

have done many and great goods, and as though I remain pure from the holy mother—the 

baptismal font— thus also You embraced me, thus You honored me, 180  thus You adorned 

me with the apparel of the Kingdom…. You first of all stood me up when I was lying down, 

and You stood me on the rock of your divine commands, (Ps 39.3) and You washed and puri-

fied me from the mud of my wicked deeds, and You dressed me in a garment white beyond 

snow, (Ps 50.9) 200  and You swept my defiled house, (Lk 15.8) and entering You dwelt there, 

O Trinity, O my God. And thus You rendered me a throne of your divine divinity, and a home 

of your unapproachable glory and Kingdom..” 

- St Symeon the New Theologian. Divine Eros (Popular Patristics Series Book 40) (p. 153-4). St Vladimir's Seminary Press. Kindle 

Edition.  


